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May think down hours to moments. 


s¢ Meditation here 
Here the heart 


May give a useful lesson to the head 
And learning wiser grow without his books.” 


To trace the dark and winding 
mazes of the heart, to fathom 
the occult motives that urge man 
to action, may justly be called 
the maximum of human know- 
ledge. This constitutes the study 
of the philosopher ; and the ora- 
tor, having once discovered the 
secret springs of the soul, no 
longer is forced to resort to the 
art of sophistry to compass his 
designs ; but with a masterly 
hand guides and directs the affec- 
tions of his auditors with as much 
facility as the poet sweeps the 
chords of his lyre. This branch 
of knowledge is necessary not 
only to those who tread the high- 
er rounds of life, but is equally 
important to. all, whatever em- 
ployments may engage their at- 
tention. 

The design of these remarks, 


which will be the result of a few ’ 


leisure moments, is to cause 
Vout. I. No. 9. 





Cowper. 


those who may take the trouble 
to notice them, to turn their 
thoughts inward and scrutinize 
the movements of the human 
mind. It is a singular phenome- 
non that man, ever restless and 
desirous of knowledge, often 
visits other ‘countries, traverses 
remote regions of the world, and 
yet never so much as turns his 
wakeful curiosity to explore the 
mysteries of his soul. That he 
should search the avenues of sci- 
ence and decypher the moulder- 


ing monuments of art, and yet 


be ignorant of himself ; that he 
should spend the vigor of his 
life in acquainting himself with 
the general character of mankind 
and then tatter to the tomb a 
stranger to his own character, is 
a melancholy reflection that will 
ever cause the tears of humanity 
to flow. This inconsistency may 
be ranked with the follies that 
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complete the imperfection of hus | 


man nature. Its cause is not un- 
known. -. There is a principlein 
man that prompts him to pass by 
every thing which appears free 
from impediments and easy to be 
performed at afl times, as a mat- 
ter of minor importance, and im- 
pels him to accomplish all other 
désigns in view, before the atten- 
tion is called to these secondary 
considerations. SelH-examina- 
tion unfortunately, by some strange 
fantasy, seems to be ranged un- 
der the head of these inferior 
concérns. The cares and anxie- 
ties of life pressing upon the 
mind in such quick succes- 
sion, scarcely leave us ahy 
leisure for the performance of 
this necessary duty. To snatch 
as many precious hours as pos 
sible from the busy vortex which 
too often, alas ! draws into its de- 
structive whirl the virtuous and 
finer feelings of the soul, is the 
constant object of every great 
and good man. The fault of 
most literary men is, that they 
read too much, and think too lit- 
tle. The fault of the misan- 
thrope is not that he thinks too 
intensely, but that, by dwelling 
constantly on the dark and mel- 
ancholy side of the picture, he 
forgets that other parts shine 
with heaven-illumined bright- 
ness. There is no station, the 
duties of which are so rigic, no 
consideration, the cares and per- 
plexities of which are so impe- 
rious, that they will not suffer 
their restless tenant to occupy a 
few meditative hours in reflecting 
wpon the past. And while he 
mourns over 


* The crad’d weakness of the world” 


he may effeciually progress to- 
wards that moral perfection which 


cannot here be _ reached, but 
which will be consummated in 


another. and a better. world. — 
These sacred hours, for) such 


they should be considered, may 
be called the fabulwm of the soul. 
They reunite the sundered*ties 
that nature held most dear ; pour 
sweet and soothing drops into the 
cup of sorrow, and meliorate thé 
lacerations of fortune. Wearied 
and disgusted with the sickening 
turmoil of earth, the mind when 
ence accustomed to this sweet 
converse with past scenes, flees 
to them as her only joy. Their 
returns, “ like angel visits few 
and far between,” diffuse a be- 
nign influence over the inward 
feelings 5 and like the parting 
beams of day throw a lingering 
lengthening light upon the che- 
quered scenesofwoe. Then the 
soul can commune with herself. 
Then she can find exercise for 
her latent energies, and joyfully 
recognize her alliance to celestial 
beings. By thus indulging our 
best faculties in their wild and 
heavenly wanderings, our moral 
qualities are improved, our so 
cial affections strengthened, and 
we are made not only better c7#i- 
zensy but better men. I presume 
all my readers have experienced 
the satisfaction of thus spending 
a solitary hour. If not, I envy 
not their apathy, but let me tell 
them they have never tasted the 
most exquisite pleasure of which 
men is capable. Should they 
make the experiment, doubtless 
they would find the proposition 
true. Behold the humble Chris- 
tian, as he retires into himself to 
meditate upon the emptiness of 
this changeful world, by a suc- 
den bound his soul springs from 
earth to heaven, and tastes in an 
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ticipation those waters that mur- 
mur gently down the stream of 
life, and reclining: upon: the banks 
of that éternal river drinks in in- 
effable ; pleasure. HH by my lu: 
eubrations I may be the means 
of turning one sightless wander- 
er from the bewildering mazes 
of ‘folly and wickedness to con, 
template his own nature, the in- 
ceptive step to true knowledge, 
I:shall be most happy. If in any 
manner I may be enabled to ame- 
liorate the tediousness of life by 
my youthful exertions, my high- 
est earthly ambition will be at- 
tained. M. M. » 


/ 
For the Columbia Magazine. 


THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 
. THE GROUND OF ENCOURAGE- 
- MENT FOR THE USE OF MEANS. 


Tue proposition te be eluci- 
dated is this ;. that the scripture 
doctrine of election is the ground 
of all the encouragement there 
is; to use means with the unre- 
generate, that they may obtain 
salvation through Jesus Christ 
with eternal glory. 

To make the subject as plain 
as possible I shall Sabaaed grad- 
ually, and describe in the 

_ kst place, The character and 
circumstances of the unregene- 
fate. 

. 2d. Explain the doctrine of 
election. . 
. $d. Show that the elect are sa- 
ved through the use of means. 
4th. Prove that setting aside 
the doctrine of election, there 
would not be the least encourage- 
ment to use means with sinners 
that they might be saved. And 





On Election, 259: 


_ $th. "That in view of this Joc- 
trme, there.is. the strongest in- 
duecement for Christians and 
Christian -ministersy to exert 
themselves for the eternal salva 
tion of those who are, at present, 
dead in trespasses and sins. 

ist. I shall describe the char- 
acter and. circumstances of the 
unregenerate, 

This cannot be done better 
than im the language of the serip- 
ture. The scriptures are the 
word of God. And what He de- 
clares to be the character of man 
by nature, must be correct.. For 
God cannot misjudge respecting 
the characters of his creatures. 
He searches the heart and knows 
what is in man. He whois truth 
itself, with whom it is impossible 
te be guilty of an error; assures 
us, that we by nature are polluted 
and altogether sinful. The char- 
acters of natural men are de- 
scribed in such passages as these: 
“ And God saw the wickedness 
of man, that it was great.in the. 
earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.” 

* Behold,” says the Psalmist, 
“ } was shapen in iniquity, and 
in sin did my mother conceive 
me.” Job asks the question, 
“ Who can bring a clean thing 
eut of the unclean? not one.” 
And again, itis said, “ What is 


man that he should be clean, or 


he. that is born of a woman, that 
he should be righteous.” The 
Lord said, “that the imagination 
of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth, Lo, this only have J 
found, that God made man up- 
right ; but they have sought out 
many inventions, Wheretore, as 


by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so 
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death hath passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned. All 
have come short of the glory of 
God. For when we were in the 
flesh, the motions of sin which 
were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto 
death. For it is written, Cursed 
js every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the book 
of the law to do them. The 
natural man receiveth not the 
things of the spirit of God ; for 
they are feolishness unto him, 
neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discern- 
ed. That which is born of the 
flesh, is flesh. For the carnal 
mind is enmity against God ; it 
is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be: so then 
they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God.” ‘They are said to 
be “ dead in trespasses and sins-— 
children of wrath.” Thus the 
Holy Spirit describes the charac- 
ter of man by nature—of all men. 

There are two circumstances 
attending the fallen state of man, 
which deserve particular atten- 
tion. The first is, that they will 
not be delivered from this state 
of sin and corruption, by any 
thing that will ever be effected 
by creatures. No created arm 
will remove sin and guilt from 
the soul. No-creature has power 
to forgive sin, or eradicate it 
from the heart. 

The second point is, that this 
depravity in sinners is such, that 
they will not remove it them- 
selves. They will not come to 
Christ that they might have life. 
The heart being totally wicked, 
is not disposed to change itself. 

There are two other consider- 
ations which ought to be kept in 


mind, respecting the deprayity of 
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man by nature. The first is, that 
it consists in deadness, as respects 
spiritual life. It is described. by 
Ezekiel in the valley of vision. 
This, the apostle tells us, was 
the former state of the saints at 
Ephesus. * You hath he quick- 
ened, who were dead in trespass- 
es and sins.” Secondly, the re- 
moval of this depravity, in the 
bible is uniformly ascribed to 
God—to the power of the Father, 
or the Son, or the Holy Spirit. 
These who come to Christ, are 
said to have been drawn of the 
Father—to have been born °of 
Ged—to have been created anew 
—to have been made free by 
Christ—to have been quickened 
by the same power, by which 
Christ was raised from. the dead. 
Concerning the saints and what 
had been done for them, it is 
said— He who commanded the 
light to. shine. out of darkness, 
hath shined into our hearts to 
give us the light of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
It is hence plain from scripture, 
that means, though important 
and necessary to enlighten and 
convict sinners, do not produce 
this change.. It is produced by 
the Holy Spirit, invisibly ope- 
rating upon the heart. The heart 
of stone is taken away and a 
heart of flesh given, by the im- 
mediate and’ special agency’ of 
God. If we assent to the plain 
and express declarations of scrip- 
ture, we must believe this. Keep- 
ing in mind this great and funda- 
mental truth, I proceed 

2d. ‘To explain the doctrine of 
election. 

I think this short disquisition 
of the doctrine to be correct and 
scriptural ; viz. That ELECTION 
is the determination of the TRiNt- 
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vr, Sefore the world was, to save 


from sin and ruin a: pfiortion or a 


certain fart of the human race; 
and as greata fart as he, in his 
infinite wisdom and goedness, saw 
on the whole ta be best: The elect 
in the eternal covenant, were 
given by the »Father. to the Son, 
the second person in the God- 
head, as the price or reward of 
his sufferings. - Isaiah, in the 
spirit of prophecy, declares that 
he, referring. to Christ, should 
“divide the spoil with . the 
strong,” because he had “ poured 
out his soul unto death. When 
thou shalt make his soul an of- 
fering for sin, he shall see his 
seed. He shall-seeof the travail 
of his soul and be satisfied.” 
Christ speaks expressly of those 
whom the father had given him. 
The apostle Paul. keeps up the 
same idea. - * For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image .of 
his Son, that he might be the 
first born among many brethren. 
Moreover, whom he did predes- 
tinate, them he also called, and 
whom he called, -them. he -also 
justified, and whom he justified, 
And 
the same. apostle declares, in his 
letter to the church at Ephesus, 
“ According as he hath chosen 
us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before 
him in love. In whom we have 
obtained an inheritance being 
predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all 
after, the counsel of his 
own will.” Christ told:his disci- 
ples*that they had not chosen 
him ; but that he had chosen 
them. At Antioch, Paul preach- 
ed to a congregation composed of 
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Jews. and Gentiles, and the result 
was, that ‘‘ as many as. were or- 
dained to eternal life believed.” 
- Upon the doctrine of elections 
I a several. things. 

1.} That election is the choice 
of the. ever-blessed God, of the 
number and individuals to be sa- 
ved. It is the fruit. of infinite 
benevolence on the part of the 
Father, the offended law-giver. 
Beside, election is as extensive, 
and embraces as many. of. lost 
men; as is perfectly satisfactory 
to Christ, who undertook, ‘the 
work of redemption... The num- 
ber given.to him and to be saved 
by him, was such a. number as 
pleased him better than.any other 
number. It was. his delight to 
die to save them. “ I delight to 
do thy will, O God.” ‘In view of 
the richness of election, he re- 
joiced in spirit ; “ I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and 
éarth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed them un- 
to babes. . Even so, Father; it 
seemed goodinthy sight.” Hence 
it is evident, that the best friend 
of sinners, «their heavenly friend, 
who knows infinitely better than 
they do what ought to be done, 
and what is, on the whole best, 
has not only agreed, that the num- 
ber to be saved by his blood.is 
abundantly sufficient, and. better 
than any other number; but he 
fixed the number himself, “ call- 
ing them by name. I have cho- 
sen you.” It was ratified by the 
same Saviour who bled on Cal- 
vary, and who, in every step he 
has taken in the work of redemp- 
tion, has acted from the. infinite 
benevolence of his heart. 

[2.] With the elect, Christ is 
not only pleascd and satisfied 
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himself; but he has satisfied all 
the friends of divine government. 
There is no. dispute or uneasi+ 
ness in heaven respecting elec- 
tion——that it is not sufficiently ex- 
tensive—that the number elected 
is not so great as it ought to be, 
Nothing of this kind hath reach 
ed us from the kingdem of God: 
but the contrary hath reached us. 
The angels,who excel in strength, 
are delighted with redemption as 
it is, and are filled with the high 
est. praise, in contemplating the 
theme. Jahn the revelator, be- 
held and saw in a vision, “and 
heard the voice of many an 
round about. the throne, and the 
number of them was_ ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand and thous 
sands of thousands, saying, wor 
thy is the Lamb that was slain, 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory; and blessing.” «> ye 
[3.}- Christ has. satisfied his 
friends on earth respecting this 
subject. The apostles WETE Saty 
ished with the doctrine. Paul 
not-only believed in the doctrine 
of election, but he gloried. in it, 
and was “ willing to endure all 
things for the edeeé’s sakes, that 
they also might obtain the. salva- 
tion which is in. Jesus Christ 
with eternal glory.” Real saints, 
in no period of time, have been 
disaffected with Christ concern- 
ing this matter. True, the ene- 
mies of the cross have made 
great disturbance ;. but as fast as 
they have experienced the love 
of God shed. abroad in their 
hearts, their opposition has‘for- 
seken them, and they have been 
at peace. with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ respecting this 
doctrine. . Ritaiy. 
Keeping in mind what has 


—_ 


been ‘said of the: character: and 
circumstances of sinners, and of. 
the doctrine.of election, I = 
tonotice the - | 
3d. General particular; viz. to 
show that the elect are saved in 
the useofmeans. = = > 
It is of no little iunportance 
that we have correct and clear 
ideas on this branch of the sub. 
ject, since some have suggested 
and insinuated, that if the doc- 
trine of election be true, means 
used for the conversion of sin 
nersare useless. ‘They suppose; 
that if God is determined te save 


gels a certain number of sinners, it 


makes no matter what men do ;— 
that means, such as reading the 
scriptures, preaching the word) 
religious. conversation, and the 
like, can be of no possible bene- 
fit ;—that if God has fixed-this 
matter, nothing is to be done ;— 
that those. who are: decreed fort 
salvation, will be saved;: do what 
theymay. § * 

“Kt will, I apprehend, be readily 
perceived, that. the apostle Paul 
had quite a different view of the 
case from the words just men- 
tioned: “ Therefore, I endure 
all things for the elect’s sakes, 
that they also may obtain the sal- 
vation which is in Jesus Christ 
with eternal glory.” At any rate 
the apostle did sacrifice worldly 
ease, honour and preferments, 
and submit himself to. a life of 
toil, and reproach, and suffering, 
that the e/ect might be saved. He 
supposed that the doctrine of 
election did not preclude the im- 
portance and necessity of the use 
of means, as his whole life and 
conduct -proved with abundant 
clearness. This, in fact, is suffi- 
cient to settle and placé.the mat- 
ter beyond all dispute. 
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But for the sake of giving as 
clear a view as possible of the 
use and importance of means in 
the salvation of the elect, I ob- 
serve, that God accomplishes his 
purposes, generally, respecting 
his creatures, by means, or se- 
cond causes. Weshall recur to 
facts to establish this point. God 
was determined, for the wicked- 
ness of the world, to drown its 
inhabitants by a flood, Noah and 
his family excepted. He made 
known this determination long 
before the event took place. May 
we not now ask, whether the de- 
termination of God to save Noah 
and his family from the destruc- 
tion of the deluge, rendered it 
unnecessary that means should 
be used to preserve their lives ? 
It is certain Noah did use means 
for this purpose, and thus God 
directed him to do; and it is 
equally certain he was saved in 
the use of these means ;—“ He 
built an ark for the saving of his 
house.” The determination of 
God, in this instance, instead of 
frustrating the use of means, made 
them necessary, and so necessa- 
ry that Noah must have perished 
in the’ general destruction if he 


had not adopted this measure to— 


preserve his life.. Noah and his 
family were elected to be saved 
from ‘the flood ; but they were 
not elected to this salvation with- 
out means. The detérmination 
of God respecting an important 
event, and means to bring that 
event to pass, were in unison in 
this instance. God determined 
to preserve David from the hand 
of Saul, who sought his life ; 
but he meant to preserve him in 
the use of means. This was in 
fact done. In like manner, God 
determined to preserve the life 
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of Jesus in his infancy, from the 

blood-thirsty shivee.* It was de- 

creed that Christ should become 

a man, and perform the great 

work for which’he was sent into. 
the world; but to effect this, 

means were necessary. Joseph’ 
and Mary, so soon as apprized of 
their danger, being warned of 
God, fled into Egypt. Means 
were used to avoid the wrath of 
the king, though God had deter- 
mined that he should not be ‘cut 
off in his infancy. There is an- 
other instance which goes to es- 
tablish the same truth, recorded 
in the Acts of the apostles, re- 

specting Paul and his compan- 
ions, who were shipwrecked on 

their voyage to Italy. In time of 
distress, when destruction was 
impending, an angel of God-ap- 
peared to Paul and informed him 
that God was determined to save 
all those on board the vessel, and 
that not an individual should per 
ish. On receiving this informa- 
tion, Paul exhorted his compan: 

ions to be of good cheer, that it 
was determined of God that they: 
should all ‘get safe to land. But 
were they to escape without 
means ? no ;—for when the sail- 
ors were about to cut away the 
boat and leave the vessel, Paul 
admonished the Centurion in 
these words,— Except these a 
bide in the ship, ye cannot be 
saved.” The assistance of the 
sailors was’ necessary and indis- 
pensable to gain the end ;—and 
from the whole story it appears, 
that means were so necessary, 
that had they been omitted, the 
whole crew must have been lost. 
What is’ said of the converts at 
‘Antioch, is built on ‘the same 
principle. Paul was directed to 
‘go to ‘that place. He preached 
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and used means with that people, 
and this was necessary, for it was 
by the means of his preaching 
that those who were ordained to 
eternal life were brought to the 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
Paul was the instrument and the 
gospel the means, of calling in 
God’s elect in that place.. “ As 
many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed.”” The Lord spake 
to Paul in a vision by night, while 
he was in Corinth, and. encour- 
aged him to labour, assuring him 
that he had much people in that 
city. Many, who had been given 
to Christ before the foundation of 
the world, were in this place. 
These were yet in sin; but the 
means of grace were to be made 


effectual in their conversion.— — 


From these facts, it is plain that 
sinners are converted ‘in the use 
of means, and that means.are not 
invalidated -by the doctrine. of 
election. Hence it is manifest, 
that one inference sometimes 
drawn from the doctrine, or rath- 
er pretended to be drawn.from 
it, does by no means follow ; 
viz. if- the doctrine of election 
be true, then it is in vain to try 
to do any thing—we may as well 
stand «still. . Now let us bring 
this inference to trial, by some 
of the cases we have been con- 
sidering... What if Noah had ar- 

din this manner, after God 
had told him that he was elected 
to be saved from the destruction 
coming on the world? What if 
Joseph and Mary, knowing that 
God would preserve the life of 
the child Jesus, had said, there 
is no need of fleeing into Egypt 
to avoid tus vengeance of Herod? 
What if Paul, after he was in- 
formed that. he and his, compan- 
(ions should get safe to land, and 


that this was determined of God, 
had advised them to sit down and 
do nothing by which to help 
themselves: ? He: informs us 
that without their own’ exertions 
they could not have been: saved. 
What if he, after he was inform. 
ed by the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
had much people in Corinth, 
whom he was determined to save, 
had concluded, that this being the 
case, there was nothing for him 
todo? Why the people of Co- 
rinth would not have heard the 
gospel, nor believed in Christ, 
since “ faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” 
Paul, instead of drawing the in- 
ference which many are so for- 
ward to do, drew. a contrary in- 
ference. He tarried in Corinth, 
preaching’ the gospel, a year and 
six months. From prophecy, we 
are sure God is determined to 
convert the nations of the earth, 
and Christianize the heathen ; 
but on account of this’ fixed ‘pur- 
pose of the Almighty, is it use- 
less to propagate the gospel? 
Are missionary exertions of no 
utility, because God is determin- 
ed to bring his sons from far and 
his daughters from the ends of 
the earth, and to give the heathen 
to Christ for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost. parts of the earth 
for his possession ? This doc- 
trine, instead of relaxing exer- 
tion, gives encouragement to the 
servants of the Most High ‘to 
wrestle, and pray, and apply ev- 
ery talent to the work of the 
Lord, until his righteousness go 
forth as brightness, and his sal- 
vation as a lamp that burneth.— 
I proceed in the 

4th. Place to show, that. set- 
ting aside the doctrine of election, 
as it has been explained, there 
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would not be the least encour- 
agement to use means with sin- 
ners, that they might be saved. 

~ It has béeh found in attending 

to this subject thus far, that suck 
is the state and Circumstances of 
sinners by nature, that a divine 
influence the heart is néces- 
sary to salvation—that unless the 
will is subdued by the Holy Spir- 
it, none will accépt of offered 
thercy through Jesus Chiist. It 
hasbeen said that election is the 
determination of God, before the 
world was, to save’ froin’ sin and 
ruin a portion or certain part of 
the human racé, dnd! as gréat a 
portion’ as God, in his mfinité 
wisdom and gdodneéss, saw to be 


best. It appear's that: this’ truth 


hecessarily results frém the per-. 


fections of Jehovah ; that it is a 
doctrine clearly revealed i in the 
scriptures, and in the’ most ex- 
plicit and unequivocal térms. It 
has been shéewn also, that the 
elect are saved in the use of 
means ; that there is no clashing, 
but perfect harmony subsisting 
betweén the doctrine of election 
ahd'the doctrine df means. This 
has been tade’ to: eo from 
facts, where both’ doctrines are 
asserted arid’ united in the samé 
event. This, I apptehend, must 
have appeated clear to every can- 
did unprejudiced person, who has 
attended‘to the argument. God 
determined to accomplish his 
purposes of grace by means, and 
thus he has actually done; and is 
doing, atid promises: to continue 
todo. If it had been’otherwise ; 
if God had seen fit to convert sin- 
hers without means ; if he thus 
had revealed the matter ; if he 
had- said: means are of no use, 
then, traly, we might sit still 
and do nothing. We know very 
Voz I. No.9. 
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‘well, God has power thus té-de. 
‘We khow that God can'do'all 
things without the co-operation 
of his creatures. We know tliat 
God might have saved Noah 
without his preparing an ark. 
God had power to preserve his 
life in the midst of the waters, 
or to give him a dry spot where 
to dwell, which the eters should 
not have overflown. He mi 
‘also have saved Paul and his com- 
panionis, without theit being obli- 
ged to move a hand to help them- 
stlves. He might have saved 
those who were converted at An- 
tioch, without the preaching of 
Paul. God was able thus to havé 
done. So now, He is able to 
convert the heathen, and bring 
the Jews, without the’ pray 
and exertions of Christians.” But 
it appears; he is determined oth- 
erwise to accomplish this great 
object, in the use of means. 
Christ, when he was upon earth; 
used means to convert sitners, 
though he had all power to change 
their hearts in the twinkling of 
aneye. And He instituted means 
to be continued and multiplied 
after his ascension. He com+ 
mandeéd his ministers to “ preach: 
the gospel to every creature.” 
And though means ‘d6 not of 
themselves renéw and’ sanctify 
the heart, yet they are important 
and necessary ; by these means 
sinners are enlightened and con- 
victed. Means are so important, 
and so accounted by God hittiself; 
that where they are wholly neg- 
lected, there is not thé least rea- 
son to hope that sinners will be 
converted and saved. Though 
aside from the pul of God 
to change the hearts of men; and’ 
though without the special influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost, none will 
Kk 
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come to Christ ; yet, -neverthe- 
less, means are absolutely neces- 
sary. Because means do not ef- 
fect the whele work of saving 
the sinner, this does not imply 
they are of no use. Because the 
planting of Paul and . Apollos 
could not regenerate the hearts 
of men, it did not. follow that 
this planting and watering were 
of no service. 

It is sufficient for our high ap- 
preciation of the use of means, 
that they are instituted by God, 
and that he determines to savé 
sinners. where these means are 


‘used; and where they are not 


used, he gives us no reason to 
expect that his grace will be be- 
stowed. The decree of election 
and the use. of means.are not to 
be separated. They are connect- 
ed inthe bible, and both have a 
thus saith the Lord, for their sup- 
port... Here let us keep in mind 
the helpless, ruined state of sin- 
ners by nature, as already descri- 
bed ; that they are dead in sin, 
and enemies to God; and that they 
will not change their own hearts, 
and that. saints and angels will 
not change them; and at the 
same time let us leave out the 
doctrine of election, and say that 
God has no determination—no 
fixed purpose to save any, or re- 
generate any. Now on such 
ground, would there be any en- 
couragement touse means‘ In 
this view of things, preaching 
the word, and exhorting sinners 
to repent and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, would..be of no 
benefit. For if it be true,as God 
says it is, that the Holy Spirit, 
by his almighty power, is he 
alone which causes spiritual life, 
or regenerates the sinner; and 
yet cat God, who is of one mind 


and never has any new. determi- 
nations, has no fixed _purpose to 
do this. work, then there would 
not be a gleam of encourage- 

ment for the use of means. 
When, therefore, we consider the 
case of the sinner as God de- 
scribes it, that he will not renew 
himself, that finite power will 
not convert, him, the only hope 
left that the sinner will be con- 
verted is, that God designs to 
convert him. And it is this pur- 
pose of God, and nothing else, 
which. gives encouragement for 
‘tthe use of means. or, certain- 
ly, means in themselves will not 
regenerate the hearts of sinners. 
They have been tried and found 
ineffectual. The most powerful 
means were used. with the ante- 
diluvians, with Pharaoh, with the 
unbelieving Israelites in the wil- 
derness, with the Jews in Christ’s 
time, and all without effect. 
This shows that unless God. is 
determined to convert sinners by 
his Spirit, they will not be con- 
verted ; and if we deny he has 
any such determination, we im- 


plicitly. deny the possibility of 


their being saved. For if He-.is 
the only being who can save 
them, and yet has no fixed pur- 
pose to save them, it is certain 
they will be. lost; unless God 
changes, which to admit, is ad- 
mitting atheism. But if we al- 
low God has gracious designs ; : 
if God assures us that He will 
by his power convert many, not 
telling us how many, but as ma- 
ny as he gave the Son in his eter 
nal covenant with him ; and that 
this number is as great as it can 
be, without sullying the divine 
throne ;—if He, the Holy One, 
has. pledged himself that this 
work of rescuing. sinners from 
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the pit of destruction shall g 

on, that it shall. be constant sand 
increase ;—-that He will finally 
bring in the’ obstinate Jews, and 
extend his saving arm to the ends 
of the earth ; then in such view 
of the case, there is* great and 
sufficient encouragement to use 
means’ with the unregenerate, 
And this proves that the doctrine 
of election, as it has been explain- 


| ed, affords the stronzest induce- 


ment to'use méans with sinners, 
and that exclusively of this doc- 
trine, we could have no ground 
of hope that means would be of 
the least avail whatsoever. 

Let us, for a moment, view 
the case of beings, concerning 
whom God has no determination 
to show the least mercy. ‘his 
is true of the fallen angels. God 
has elected none of them to sal- 
vation. Of this he has given us 
assurance. They are reserved 
under chains. to the judgment of 
the great day. Now what en- 
couragement is there to use 
means with these miserable spir- 
its, who are all decreed of God 
to destruction ? ‘There is none. 
But suppose it were different. 
Suppose that God had made it 
known; that it was his fixed de- 
termination to recover a great 
portion of those undone crea- 
tures and raise them to glory, 
and that ‘he had told us that they 
were the subjects of prayer, and 
that the gospel must be proclaim- 
ed to them ;—in such case would 
there not be the greatest encour- 
agement to use means? With 
the doctrine of election there is 
every encouragement to use 
means ; but set it aside there is 


| none. 


‘We. very well know that the 
matter may be so represented 
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under false colours, or we Py 
imagine things’ to be totally di 
ferent from what they are or ey- 
er will be, and set ‘Up a man of 
straw, dressed up in a garb the 
scriptures know nothing of, and 
thus create something we call 
election, which, indeed, would 
be discouraging ‘and terrifick. 
For instance ; suppose mankind 
by nature were pretty well dis- 
poséd towards God and the Re- 
deemer ; that all people, from 
the least to the greatest, were 
willing to receive Jesus Christ 
upon his own terms ; and’ that 
God, beholding their willingness 
to repent and believe the ogy 
and that ‘they all would in fact go’ 
to heaven, if He would suffer 
them to have their own way ; and 
yet because He was stronger than 
they, He would keep back a vast 
proportion of these well disposed 
creatures, determined to receive 
only a part of them. In such 
view of things, his determina- 
tion would be truly discouraging 
and horrible. But this represen- 
tation is a false one. The truth 
is, not an individual sinner, by 
nature, is disposed to come ta 
Christ for life, and unless God 
Spode they all wiil surely walk 
own the broad road to destruc- 
tion. Viewing sinners thus dead 
in sin, averse to that which is 
good, and that they never will 
make themselves any better, and. 
that nothing short of divine pow- 
er will ever fit them for the king- 
dom of glory, it is perfectly evi- 
dent, in this case, that God’s de- 
termination to save such crea- 
tures to all the extent possible, 
without relinquishing the rights 
of his government, must be mat- 
ter of the greatest encourage, 
ment to use the means of his own, 
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appointment, to bring them to 
the knowledge of the truth as it 
is in Christ. In this light the 
apostle Paul considered the sub- 
ject. Eton this doctrine he 
ther strength. In the doc- 
fe fe election he gleried, as the 
ground of hope of success 
in ye work. “ Therefore I en- 
dure all things for the elect’s 
sakes, that they also may obtain 
the salvation which is in Jesus 
Christ with eternal glory.” 
However differently people 
may think and feel on this sub- 
ject at the present day, there is 
no room left for doubt respecting 
the apostle’s views. He held to 
the doctrine of election ; he was 
also tenacious of the use of 
means. The doctrine of elec- 
tion was the source of his encour- 
agement te exertion. And the en- 
ouragement operated so strong- 
on mind, that he was wil- 
i to endure all things, if there- 
y he might _ be the feeble, but 
honoured instrument of turning 
some from the power of sin and 
satan unto God. So far there is 
not a particle of room for differ- 
ence of opinion, viz. respecting 
Paul’s views and conduct. Those 
who disagree with the apostle, 
must count the cost, and stand 
or fall to their own master. But 
for God’s sake, let none pervert 
his sentiments. Let none disturb 
his ashes. Let him have his own 
sentiments and views ; “ There- 
fore I endure all things for the 
elect’s sakes, that they also may 
obtain the salvation which is in 


Jesus Christ with eternal glory.” . 


This was his anchor of hope for 
his fellow sinners. By this he 
was stimulated to exertion ; this 
was the crown of his rejoicing. 


‘This igads me to observe, in the 


Sth. Place; That in, view of 
the doctrine of election, there is 
the strongest inducement for 
Christians and Christian minis- 
ters to exert themselves. for the 
eternal salyation of those, who, 
at present, are dead in trespagses 
and sins. 

God has blessed thé ie ay 
Jabours of his people, in ‘al ages, 
to the spiritual and eternal good 
of others. Peter was made the al 


instrument, ap 
means, of fm Bd ibe ge do 
sand Jews at one nig Bey and five, 
Luar at Paap Ina et 
riod, the ts o apostolic . 
ete had axonal nearly thre 
the whole Roman empire. 
has been pleased, ever since, to 
own and bless the means of grace 
in the conversion of sinners, 
wherever they have been faithful- 
ly used. There is, therefore, 
very desirable encouragement to 
ur in the divine vineyard. 
And what though the treasure is 
committed to. earthen vessels ; 
what though the means. and i in- 
struments are inadequate to sub- 
due the hearts of sinners ; what 
though the preaching of the 
word is to the Jews a stumbli: 
block and to the Greeks 
ness, and of itself will make no 


saving impression ; yet the hearts 
of sinners are ip God’s 


as the rivers of water, he can § 


turn them whithersoever he will. 
The decree has gone out of his 
mouth, that. from the very stones 


he can raise up spizitual. children 


unto Abraham. He knows his 
eople, and will make them wil- 

in the day of his power. 
Great things has God already 
done in the conversion of sinners ; 
but he will do greater things than 
these. The battle. is the Lord’s, 
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ee he is sure of victory. In 
¢ covenant between the Father 
and the Son, there is sufficient 
rete: ‘for exertion. And 
who is unwilling to labour and 
endure for such a cause as this, 
with such an Almighty helpe er, 
and for souls, any one of w 
is of more value than millions of 
worlds ? ? Should the whole uni- 
ted efforts of men be the means 
of saving but one soul, how un- 
speakable the. balance of advan- 
tage beyond the labour bestowed? 
i an innumerable multitude of 
elect are yet to be gathered 
in. Wh ue motives then have we 
i prayer? What says the faith- 





and true witness? “ Shall not 
od avenge his own elect who 
¢ry day and night unto him ? 
ead Zion travaileth she shall 
bring forth c Ye who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ, cease 
hot then to pray. The prayer of 
the least of you mt, draw down 
showers of grace from above. 
Foy God has promised, I will 
hear thee in the accepted time, 
in the day of salvation I will suc- 
cour you. 

From this subject; it is plainly 
to be seen, that to make opposi- 
tion against the doctrine of elec- 
tion, is to oppose the way of sal- 


_ Yation, and to shut the only door 


of hope a t the sinner. For 
if it be true that God has no. fix- 
ed purpose. to. save sinners, and 


has elected none, we may, despair 


of salvation at once, and 
rFesacat already. given. Sin- 
ners being totally depraved, will 
not change their own hearts s 
their hearts will, not, be. changed 


hy. other creatures. Means. are. 


to produce the effect. 


And, if so, in case. they are sa- 
4, -help. myst come from God ; 
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and if he js pot determined to 
bestow his grace, he never will 
determine to bestow it, because 
he will have no new determina- 
tions, and of course sinners must 
Perish, But in the light of what 
has been laid down, admitting 
the doctrine of election, there is 
no room for despondency with 
God’s people. Nor is there room 
for despair with sinners them- 
selyes under convictiou, who are 
in great distress of soul. What 
if, at the sight of your sins, you 
should sce but a step between 
you and everlasting burnings ; 
yet there is hope, not in. your- 
selves, not in a finite arm, but 
in God.. He has saved thousands 
of others in the same situ:tion, 
He is determined to save more, 
and who can say but you may be 
made. a vessel of mercy? Let 
™ fear they are not elected 
or any other reason than. this, 
that they do not loye the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If you find your- 
selves without holiness, in love 
with sin, you have great occa- 
sion for trembling ; not, howev- 
er, on account of the doctrine of 
election, but on account of the 
wickedness of your hearts, for 
this is sufficient of itself to ruin 
you, and must thus result, un- 
less the means of grace be shart- 
ly blessed. to your conversion, 
Se the sanctifying operation 


_of the Holy Spirit, * according 


to the purpose of Him whe 
worketh all things after the coun: 
sel of his own will.” 


bee 6 = 
For the Columbia Magazine, 


Messrs. Epitors, 


From a London Review, I took 
the principal. part ef the fellow- 
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ing natrative, in which I have 
greatly abridged the oe 


In the Sire century of the 
Christia#-era flourished the Em- 
peror Julian, justly branded with 
the foul name of -afiestate, who 
was distinguished for parts and 
learning, as well as for his inor- 
dinate ambition. In‘ the early 
part of his reign he renounced 
the idolatrous rites of paganism 
in which’ he had’ been educated, 
and became for ‘a'time a zealous 
advocate and powerful protector 
of Christianity ; ; which, from the 
moment’ of his apostacy till his 
death, he reviled and persecuted 
with unexampled fury and rane 
cour. 


In the year 363, Julian at- 
tempted'to rebuild the Temple 
of Jerusalem, with the avowed 
intent to falsify and defeat’ the 
prediction of our Saviour: 
‘¢ When, to the astonishment and 
confusion of the builders, horri- 
ble flames bursting from the 
foundations, scorched and repel- 
ted the workmen’ till they found 
themselves compelled to desist. 
As soon as the workmen desist- 
ed, the flames retired,—they re- 
turned to the work,—when the 
flames again burst forth, and that 
as often as the experiment was 
repeated.” 

The evidence by which this 
astonishing fact is supported, 
does not rest altorether upon the 
testimony of cotemporary Chris- 


tian writers, although with one’ 


voice they gave witness to the 
truth of it.:—It stands recorded 


by a friend of Julian himself ; by 


Am. Marcellinus, an officer of 
rank in the Roman army, a pa- 
gan writer, and of course hostile 


to Christianity, but possessing the 
character of. an inquisitive, hon-. 
est and judicious historian. © 
The weight of Marcellinus’s 
testimony is very ably and judi- 
ciously proved by Bishop War- 
burton on that point. “ Were 
infidelity. itself,’ observes War- 
burton, "4 when it would evade 
the force of testimony, to pre- 
scribe what qualities it expected 
in a faultless testimony, it could 
invent none, but what might be 
found in the historian here pro- 
duced—Am. Marcellinus.——He 
was a pagan, and so not preju- 
diced in favour of Christianity : 
he was a dependant, follower and 
profound admirer of Julian, a 
go not inclined toareport any thin 
to his dishonoury He was a lover 
of truth, and so would not relate, 
what he knew or but suspected 
to be false. He had great sense, 
improved by the study of philoso- 
phy, and so would not suffer him- 
self to be deceived: he was not 
only cotem porary: to the fact, but 
at the time it happened, resident 
near the place. He related it not 
as uncertain hearsay, with diffi- 
dence, but as a notorious fact : 
he inserted it not for any partial 
purpose in support or confutation 
of any system, in defence or dis- 
credit of any character ; he de- 
livered it in no cursory or tran- 
sient manner, nor in a loose or 
private memoir, but gravely and 
deliberately, as the natural and 
necessary part of a composition, 
the most useful and important, 
a general history of the empire, 
on the coinplete performance of 
which the author was so intent, 
that he changed’ a court life for. 
one of rie and. contemplation, 
and chose Rome, the great re- 
pository of the proper. "atari 








rn ** . ”- ”*> 


’ 
7 
y 
| 
> 
? 
». 
. 
f 
2 








1815:] 


als, for the place of: his retire« 
ment.”* 

_ Every reader of sound sense 
must, I .think, see the conclu- 
siveness of the foregoing argu- 
ments of Warburton ; and, of 
consequence, that if the testimo- 
nies of all the cotemporary Chris- 
tian writers were. set aside, the 
single testimony of the 
historian would be entitled to no 
small weight. There are per- 
haps but few facts in the ordina- 
ty records of antiquity, or even 
in modern history, which are 
better supported by human testi- 
Mony, and that of the most un- 
questionable kind, than the one 
under present consideration. _ 

_. And why should it be thought 
a thing incredible? Admitting 
 # Constantinople was at that tiine 
the seat of the Roman government. 
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that the Christian religion is of 
divine origin, and of infinite con+ 
cernment to the interests of man- 
kind,—is it incredible that God 
himself miraculously interposed, 
to confound the imperial apostate 
in his “avowed purpose of de- 
feating a well known prophecy, 
and of giving to the whole world 
a practical demonstration that the 
Christian Scriptures, contained a 
lying prediction :” Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible 
that there was a miraculous in- 
terposition, for the purpose of 
confounding that daring and pow- 
erful apostate, at the moment he 
was attempting, professedly and , 
openly, in the face of the world, 
to fix the stain and guilt of im- 

osture upon * the True and 
Paithfal Witness,”’—the only be- 
gotten Son of God ? : 


; 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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THE VOLCANO OF ALBAY. 


For the following very interesting 
account of a late eruption of the Vol- 
cano of Albay, the editors of the 
Commercial Advertiser are indebted 
to the politeness of Capt. Bailey, of 
the schooner Cintra, who arrived on 

gaat in 110 days from Manilla. 

This volcanic mountain is situated in 
the province of Camarines on’ the 
southern part of the island of Lucon, 


or Luconia, one of the is peat isles 
in the Indian ocean. 


Five populous towns were entirely 
destroyed by the eruption ; more than 
twelve hundred of the inhabitants per- 
ished amidst the ruins; and the twer- 
ty thousand who survived the awful 
eatastrophe, were stripped of their 
pos:tssions.and reduced to beggary. 


[Translated from a pamphlet in the 
Spanish language, printed at Ma- 

 nilla.] 

Dreadful and memorable occur- 
rence that took filace in the 
province of Carmarines, on the 
lst of February, 1814. | 


A Pastor, whose flock has suf- 
fered, and is now suffering, the 
greatest calamities and miseries, 
comes to implore, with an abso- 
lute confidence, the well known 
charity of the inhabitants of these 
islands,-and particularly that of 
the highly respectable population 
of this capital of Manilla, most 
earnestly supplicating, in the 
name of.God, and of his most 
Holy Mother, each individual, to 
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Félicve, according to his ability, 
the hecessities of my afflicted atid 
hortor stricker parishionefs, ‘the 
inhabitants of the villages of Cag- 
sud arid Budiao, in tee province 
éf Catiiatines, which have beet 
destroyed by the dreadfut arid 
ever memorable eruption of the 
volcano of Albay, that happened 
on the first day of the month of 
February of the present year, o 
which, as an eye witness, I offer to 
the public the following relation. 
ore than thirfeen years had 
elapsed, during which the volca- 
no of Albay, by some called May- 
on, had rH, hae a continued 
and profound silence, without giv- 
ing the Feast sigs of its existence. 
It was no longer viewed with that 
distrust’ and horror’ with which 
volcanoes’ usually inspire those 
who inhabit the vicinity. In the 
year eighteen hundred its last 
eruptions took place, in which it 
emitted a great quantity of stones, 
sand and ashes, (as had» always: 
been usual,) and occasfoned con- 
siderable damage to the same vil- 
lages that it has now completely 
destroyed’; rendering useless a 
great number of fertile fields, 
which thenceforth were convett- 
ed into arid and! frightful sands: 
In the latter part of October of 
that'year the last eruption hap- 
pened, and caused more damage 
to these villages. 

Since that time we had-not. re 
marked any circumstance indica- 
tive’ of the existence of the vol- 
eano; and therefore all. the -ap- 
prehension that it had formerly 
inspired was graduallydissipating, 
Consequently, its extensive and 
spacious side had. been converted 
into a highly cultivated and beau- 
tiful garden. In particular, the 
uhabitants of Camalig and Budiao 


nad planted upon it thany cocoa- u 
trees, and eve kind of fruit 


trees, with a variety of 
vegetables; ; which, by white thes iy 
ari agreeable ery in 


supplied, by their excellent p Ne 
, Thahy industtious to 
Ties with food. a 


In this state was the volcano & éy, 
on the first day of Febriiary last. in 
No person réflectéd, in the slight: A’ 
est degree, upon thé'dam 
Yosses that so bad a ents de 
had been in the habit o of occasion- stc 
ing. “We had becotne | ersuaded, th 
in consequenté of solong a si-f in 
letice, that it was now rer priced of 
éxtinguished, and that 
sia riessialte conduits were “a Wi 
ed, through which it attract cia 
itself and kindled the combu an 
materials which it had eniutty no 
so continually thrown: out.. Nor} ‘ne 
had we seen or remarked any — -we 

which might indicate to usf aq , 
beforehand what was about to take wa 
place.—Inthe former eruptions} ‘sy; 
there weré to be heard, acon-f wa 

siderable time previous, certain# <q; 
subterraneous sounds, that weref ‘prc 
sure presages of them. It alsof 45; 
emitted almost continually.a thick} ‘nes 
smoke, by which it. announced # tid 


















them. But on the a iv 
sion we remarked Lae: rus oF al te 
this. Itis truey: that mn te last frig 
day: of January we" perceived ma 
some’ slight’ ‘ote? but Wel in| 
scarcely noticed chem, « on account ran 
of. their. having, been very... fre- gre 
quent, since the earthquake thatf -rjo, 
we expericnced’ on the fifth off hic 
October of the year eighteen jp — 
hundred and: eleven. On°*Men-§  froy 
day night’ the shotks’ increased. “hor 
Attwo in the morning we feltf ‘any 
one more violent than those w wel oft 
had hitherto experienced. Itv es; 
repeated at four, and. from that + 
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hour they were. almost continual 
until the eruption commenced. 
Tuesday dawned, and I scarce- 
ly ever remarked at Camarines a 
more serene and pleasant morn- 
ing oraclearer sky. I observed 
- @ however that the ridges nearest 
- to the volcano were covered with 
: a mist that I supposed to be the 
© smoke of some house thereabouts 
t. @ that had been on fire in the night. 
t-@ At eight. o’clock on that fatal 
id % morning, the volcano began sud- 
ir denly to emit a thick column of 
n- — stones, sand and ashes, which with 
9— the greatest velocity was elevated 
in a. moment to the highest part 
lyf of the atmosphere. At this sight 
se we were astonished, and filled 
8-§ ‘with the utmost dread, and espe- 
to® cially when we observed that in 
lé Ff an instant the brow of the volca- 
no was covered by it. We had 
never seen a similar eruption, and 
“were immediately convinced that 
usf a river of fire was coming to- 


See 6 








ike f wards us, and was about to con- 
ms sume us. The first thing that 
on-§ ‘was done in my village was to se- 
ang cure the holy sacrament from 
eres ‘profanation, and betake ourselves 
sof toa precipitate flight. The swift- 
ick ‘hess. with which that. dreadful 
ced tide rolled towards us, did not 
Ca-§ ‘sive us much time either for re- 
alll flection or conversation. The 


last 
ved 
Wwe 
yunt 
fre: 
that 


frightful noise that the volvano 
‘made, caused great terror, even 
in the stoutest hearts. We all 
ran terrified, and filled with the 
oe dismay and consterna- 
‘tion, endeavouring to reach the 


holf highest and most distant places, 

cen “in order to preserve ourselves 
fen- from soimminentadanger. The 
sed.f horizon began to darken, and our 
felt] ‘anxieties redoubled. The noise 
> wel of the volcano continually increas- 


‘es; the darkness augments ; and 
“Vaal. -No. 9. 


nat 
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we continue our flight for the 
preservation of our lives, remo- 
ving farther and farther from an 
object so terrific. But notwith- 
standing the swiftness with which 
we run, we are overtaken in our 
disastrous flight by a heavy show- 
er of huge stones, by the violense 
of which many unfortunate per- 
sons are iia moment deprived of 
life. This unforeseen and cruct 
circumstance, obliges us to make 
4 pause in our career, and to 
shelter ourselves under the bous- 
es, but flames and burnt stones 
fall from above which in a short 
time reduce them to ashes. 

Who is capable of making an 
exact relation of scenes so sad 
and melancholy, and of present- 
ing them to the public in the 
same manner that they occurred ? 
Which of us thought to escape 
with life upon beholding such 
manifest signals of Divine jus- 
tice? As for myself, I remem- 
bered in those dreadful moments 
the disastrous fate of the cities of 
Pentapolis, and I was then per- 
suaded that the unfortunate villa- 
ges of Camarines were about to 
suffer the same unhappy catas- 
trophe. Terrible reflections itis 
true, but founded upon the im- 
morality of manners ‘which had 
long been remarked in those vil- 
lages. : 

In this dreadful situation, we 


called upon God, in such mannet 


as we could, from the bottom of 
our afflicted and almost broken 
hearts, beseeching him for par- 
don and mercy. It became com- 
pletely dark, and we remained 
enveloped and immersed in the 
most thick and palpable darkness, 
comparable only to that which in 
the time of Moses was seen in 
Egypt. From this: moment re~ 
7 I | 
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flection i is at an end, advice is no. 
longet. given, and no person re- 
cognizes another, The father 
abandons jhis_ children, the hus- 
band his wife, she remembers not 
her beloved spolse, and the sl 
dren forget their parents.. ne 
thinks that he can assist. be el: 
lows, because all believe that they 
are about todie. _. 
_ But.as man, even in the most 
critical and_ destitute situations, 
endeavours by all possible meth- 
om to preserve life, each one of 
,. for this. interesting objec 
Bo use of all the means 
expedients that can be resorted to 
in the terrible conditior to which 
we arereduced. Of what various 
and different methods did not, we 
who have escaped with life avail 
ourselves, that we might not per- 
ish at that time? In the houses 
we now found no shelter. It was 
necessary to abandon them with 
all haste, in order not to perish 
with them. To go out uncover- 
ed, was to expose one’s self to a 
danger. not less imminent ; be- 
cause the stones that fell \ were of 
ar enormous size, and fell as thick 
as rain itself. It is necessazy, 
that we may not die in the one or 
the other manner, to cover our- 
selves and defend ourselves as 
well as we can. Wedoso. Some 
cover themselves with hides, ¢ oth- 
ers with tables and chairs, others 
with tea-trays. Many take re- 
fuge in the tranks of trees, oth- 
ers among the canes and hedges, 
and some hide themselves in a 
€ave which the brow of a moun- 
tain offered them.  ‘Fhose only 
of us survive who had the good 
fortune to protect ourselves by 
pne or other of those methods ; 
but those who were in the open 
dir, with nething at hand with 


Bis 


Which they could. cover theim- 
selves, almost all perishéd oF 
were wounded. 

‘The horrid and frightful rioisé 
of the volcano increases to its ut: 
most 3. the shower of ‘stones and 
thick sand augments ; ; the bu 
ing stones and meteors conti 
to fall, and in avery short a 
teduce to ashes the most beautifu 
Villages of the province of Cama- 
rines.. Could there be signs mer 
ahalogous to those that aré to Bes 
place at the last judgment ? z 
animals of the mountain tscend 
| precipitately to the villages, 
seek in them a secure oe 
The domestic animals run terri: 
fied with the greatest disorder 
and allright, uttering cries that 
indicate their approaching end. 
Nothing interested us. in 
dreadful moments but the } preser: 
vation of our lives. But alas! 

divine justice has already mark 
and pointed out, with the fi ee 
of omnipotence, a great nu 
of victims who are to perish in 
this day of wrath and fury, in ev- 
ery respect similar to what. ee 
read in the holy scriptures con- 
cerning the day of the last judg- 
ment. 3 

At about ten in the fofenoon i it 
ceased to rain heayy stones, a 
each one endeavoured to remai 
ing until the rain of thick s: 
which succeeded it should 
cease, or until somé new and un- 
foreseen calamity should termi- 
nate the existence of us all. 

e thus continued until half 

past one in the afternoon, at which 
hour the noise of the ion be- 
gan to diminish, and the horizon 
to clear a little, at sight of which 
there was revived in us the hope 
of life; which until then had been 
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tw fenoon it be- 
cam atirel} ‘clear, and we be- 

af i ee aistinedy- the 
@ and dreadful ravages 


e darkness had hitherto 
a mh us. ‘We ‘saw 







ead bodies, art of whom 
ed by t the stones, and 
Le See ‘consumed by the fire. 
’ naer of those perished 
the chyrch, of Budiao ; thirty~ 
: Yad, ina single house in that vil- 
| The joy that all felt at hav- 
reserved life through such 
ent dangers, ‘was in many 
stantly conyerted into the ex- 
en of sorrow at finding 
themselves deprived of their re- 
‘ations, friends and acquaintances. 
“There, : a father finds his children 
dead ; here, a husband his wife, 
da ‘wife her husband ; patticu- 
rly in the village of | Budiao, 
fhere there are very few who 
‘Dot lost some of their near- 
. In another Place 
at every ‘step “one ‘meets with in- 
_humerable other unhappy wretch- 
‘es extended ‘upon | the ground, 
-who, though no yet deprived of 
Jife, are wounde or bruised in a 
thousand ways. Some with their 
Tegs b broken, some without arms, 
“some with their sculls fractured, 







_aadothers. with their whole bodies 


ull of wounds. Such were. the 


“mournful objects that _presented 


emselves to us during the re- 
"mainder of that ‘afternoon : many 
of them, died i 
i Sthiers on the following days, the 
“Test. remaining abandoned to the 
host ‘melancholy fate, without 










om, even of necessary food. 


A horrible and mournful day it 
"Was ‘the remembrange of Which © 


The Fofeano of Ahay 
ied... At 


then thought to escape 
Death presented himself to us in 


vatious ‘and frightful shapes 
threatening to aeouive us et 
by di erent aiid horrible’ methods. 
Pie the ground’ covered | 


spoils which he was 


eprived. 
day to have imbrued, more than 
usual, his scythe with blood ;‘bar 


mmediately, and — 


jicians, without thedicines, < and : 
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will ever be ingelely a ni 
upon our hearts. Not one of tis 
with life. 


ut the powerful hand of our be- 


‘neficent’ and sovere ign ‘God Te- 
Strains: him. At his comman ing 
‘yoice, pale death 1 is appalled. He 
trembl les, groans, an ‘leaves | ls. 


He flees, tetror stricken, {0 the 


‘caverns of ‘the earth, and there 


begins to mourn ‘and lament the 
“bout | ‘to 
ake, | and of which he has. been 
He thought” on ‘that 


he was obliged to humble himself 
before Him who governs. the em-. 
pires, and at whose voice the in- 


fernal regions shake with fear. 


The sad result of the misfor- 
tunes of that day has been the to- 
tal ruin of five villages in the 


province of Camarines, and ‘the. 
principal part of Albay ; the death 


of more than twelve hundred un- 
fortunate persons, and 1 many oth- 
ers severely wounded ; the loss 
of every thing that the survivors 
possessed in the world, being left 
without houses, without clothing, 
without’ animals, without: the 
prospect of an harvest, and with- 


‘outa morsel fit to eat; the 


mournful and unhappy fate of 


many who have been left orphans, 


abandoned to Divine providence ;. 
others widows, with the. loss of 
four, five, and even more chil- 
dren; the total destruction of 
their churches and Parochial. 
houses, with every thing that they 


‘contained ; in consequence - 


which, the Sacraments. could 
be administe red to such as die & 
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their wounds on the succeeding 
days, and who were buried with- 
out any. pomp or ceremony } and 
the many infants who have since 


been born, have from necessity 


been baptized with common wa- 
ter, because the circumstances in 
which we were placed did not 
permit it to be otherwise. 

The present appearance of the 
volcano is most melancholy and 
terrific. Its side which was for- 
merly cultivated and which af- 
forded a prospect the most pic- 
turesque, is now nothing but an 
arid and barren sand. The stones, 
sand and ashes which cover it are 
so astonishing in quantity, that in 
some places they exceed the 
thickness of ten and twelve yards, 
and in the very spot where lately 
stood the village of Budiao, there 
are places in which the cocoa 
trees are almost covered. In 
the ruined villages, and almost 
through the whole extent of the 
eruption, the ground remains 
covered with sand to the depth of 
half a yard, and scarcely a single 
tree is left alive. The crater of 
the volcano has lowered, as I 
judge, more than twenty fathoms, 
and on the south side discovers a 
spacious and horrid mouth which 
it is frightful to look at. Three 


new ones are opened at a consid- 


erable distance from the principal 
crater, through which also smoke 
and ashes were incessantly emit- 
ted. _ In short, the most beautiful 
villages of Camarines and the 
principal part of that province are 
eonverted into a barren sand. 
Behold, generous inhabitants 
of these Islands, In this short and 


unpolished relation, what has just — 


occurred at Camarines. Its most 
beautiful villacés burned, its soil 
entirely destrofed, its inltabitants 


to the number of more than twen- 
ty thousand dispersed, deprived of 
what they possessed, suffering a 
thousand wants and miseriés, and 


‘begging almost from door to door 


that they may vot perish with 
hunger, and when you see how 
many and great hardships and 
miseries that unhappy people are 
suffering, you cannot but com- 
miserate their cruel and melan- 
choly situation. : 
I very well know the almos 
extreme necessity in which this 
capital city of Manilla is at pres- 
ent, but at the same time I like- 
wise know that your very offals 
and leavings would in a great de- 
gree alleviate the extreme indi- 
gence and deplorable poverty of 
these miserable beings. They do 
not ask you for money because 
they know you have it not, but 
they will give you a thousand 
thanks and the most affectionate 
acknowledgments, if you will con- 
descend to give them as alms the 
old clothing that you keep in your 
chests and wardrobes, and of 
which you make no use whatso- 
ever. Any old garments that you 
can spare without inconvenience 
to yourselves will be to them a 
most acceptable present, which 
they will value more than I can 
express. | 
Yes, worthy inhabitants of Ma- 
nilla, all these unhappy natives of 
Camarines are depending upon 
your generosity and patriotic 
charity. They wait with anxiety 
for your assistance and succour ; 
and one of their curates, who has 
come in person to implore your 
clemency, knowing the. tender- 
ness and charity of your generous 
hearts, addresses to you this short 
statement, rather for the purpose 
of giving you an account of what 
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happened in that province on the 
first day of February, than of ex- 
citing your charity towards the 
miserable inhabitants, as he is 
firmly persuaded, that, upon your 
becoming acquainted with the 
many and severe afflictions that 
they have suffered, and are now 
suffering, you will on your part 
exert yourselves to remedy them 
to the extent of your respective 
abilities, knowing that in the whole 
course of your lives a case can 
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scarcely occur more suitable or 


proper for the exercise of charity 


towards your distressed. fellow 
men, and that God our Lord will 
look with peculiar complacency 
upon whatever slight sacrifice you 
may be pleased to make for their 
relief ; for you well know that 
charity opens the gates. of heaven, 
and covers a multitude of sins. 

Your most humble servant and 
chaplain, 

Fr. Francisco ARAGONESES. 


AY 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


end se 


AUXILIARY MORAL SOCIETY. 


We intended to have presented the 
following account of the fermation of 


-the auxiliary society in Spencertown 


and its vicinities in our last, but the 


_matter which was arranged before it 
Was received, prevented. This is the 


third auxiliary that: has been formed 
‘an this county since the original Soci- 
-ety was established. We. are happy 


to see that the officers in each are men 
-of the most respectable characters.— 


It is worthy of remark and of sincere 
gratitude to God, that as yet, no par- 
ty spirit, either of a religious or po- 
litical nature, has impeded the pro- 
gress or circumscribed the exertions 
of the friends of good mora's. We 
have. occasionally met with a sneer, 

which, so far from exciting our indig- 
nation, has only awakened our pity 

‘and roused us to new exertions ina 
cause which, we are sure, must event- 
aally prevail.—Kps. 


Ata meeting of the inhabitants 
friendly to good morals from 


the northern part of the town 


of Hillsdale, and the southern 
parts of the towns of Canaan 
and Chatham, at the house of 
Dea. Story Gott, for the “pur- 
pose of taking into considera- 


tion the expediency of forming 
a Society, which should be aux- 
iliary to the ‘ Columbia Soci- 
ety for the promotion of Good 
Morals,” March 6, 1815— 
JamEs Piatt, Esq Chairman, & 
Wiitram NILEs, Secretary. 


Resolved, That an Auxiliary 
Society for the promotion of Good 
Morals, be formed in this place. 

Various. preparatory measures 
having been adopted, the meet- 
ing adjourned to the 14th inst. at 
the same place. 

March \4th. The meeting 
having been opened, the Rev. 
Mr. Morse, from a committee 
appointed for that purpose, re- 
ported a Constitution ; which, 
having been amended, was unani- 
mously adopted and signed by 
the members. 

The Society then proceeded to 
the choice of officers, when the 
following persons were duly.e- 
lected : . 

Rey. Joun Morse, President. 

'. Atvan Somers, Vice- 
Sitas Spatpine, $+ Presi- 
EBEenezen SOULE, ) dents. 
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Witiaam Nuvgs, Secretary. 
Maj. Joun Tinaits, Treasurer. 
James Platt, Ephraim ‘Glea- 
son, Eliada Cole, David Leon- 
ard, Joseph Niles, Jona. Parke, 
David Pratt, Story Gott, John 
Swift, Sanford Tracey, Daniel 
Baldwin, Matthew Beale, and Jo- 
seph Dibble, “4cting Committee. 


Resolved, ‘That the Rev. Silas 
Spalding be requested to deliver 
an address before the Society, at 
the next (semi-annual) meeting.* 

Resolved, That an abstract 
from the minutes be published 
in the Columbia, 

JAMES “ay RA 

"Winpiam NI1xEs, Sec’ry, 


———— 


BIBLE SOCIETY OF UNION 


_ COLLEGE. 
Fre. . 
The Students of Union | icp io- 


gether with the Theo 

and Graduates residing in the city of 
Schenectady, taking. Holy comsidera- 
‘tion the value of the. Scriptures, 
and the necessity as wellas met of 
affording to the poor and 
-the-means of acquiring 3 “know 

-of their important contegts, met 


day forthe purpose of: teat met th 


telves into a Society, calgnlated to 
effect. that. gsand ‘object, After a 
chairman was appointed, a commit- 
tee'was chosen to draught and ped 
a Consttution, which ata 


meeting Were considered and saepted : 


as follow: 
CONSTITUTION. 


Ant. Ist. This Society shall 
de known by the name of the i- 
ble Society of Union College. 

Art. 2d. “Fhe object of this 
Sogigty -shall -be the circulation 
ef the holy Scriptures, in the 


-* On:the last Tuesiay-in Sept. next, . 
at. one o’clock, P.M. at St. Peter’s 
church, in the village of Spencertowm 


_to be.a.member of .this Society, | 


_aho is in arrears to the same, nor}; 
-without:the consent of two. chivas] 


common version, ang in a | 
and plain form, without note.or | acut 
comment. 1 

Art. 3d. The regular ‘mem- 
bers of this Society shalt consist 
of the Students of the College, 
Theological Students, Resident 
pincer ant other Graduates 
Tes) 4n oc nectady. ee 

Persons, however, pot included 
in the above mentioned classes, 
may be elected honorary mem- |y555 
bers by three fourths ofthe mem- 
bers of the Society. 

Art.Ath. “ed apagpes ea 
ing a “member o % 7 - R 
shall . ne r3 an ele 
es aang of Fifty Cents at the + 
commencement of pis College. Th 


session, during his re 
bershi 1S gular mem- OF the 


AP: Presi 
The payment.of Fides Dok Hioat 
lars shall constitute a. TI 

wifar die, -withou trans 
ditional payment. All donations 
which may at ‘any ‘time be ade. 
to,the. Sorielys wall_be thankful 
received, cligiously appro: lis | 
\ptiated to the. object of the So- a " 
cie 

Ri. 5th. No person shall cease ¥e 












of the members present. 
Any regular member, leavi | kessi 
Schehectaty, shall be exe fe 
from the duties of t sRoder a: 
Art. 6th. The officers of this aa 
Society shall be a -President,| SC 
First, Second and ‘Third Vice- of f 


Presidents, Secretary and T requ 
urer, to be chosen by ballot, Hho, jorit 
together with twelve - lanagers, any 
to he nominated by the. "hy yee to tt 
and approved by two thirds of the]... A 
members present, shall consti- Ae 
tute a Board, to be denominated h * 
the Board of. Directors. ° ‘ 
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Aft. 7th. It shall be the duty 
of the President to preside at ail 
siéetitigs of the Society; and it 
his absence, of thie ‘senior Vice 
President: 

"Aft. 8th. The Sécrétaty shall 
récord thé transactions of thé So: 
ciéty, and shall cortespotd ‘in 
their name. . 

Art. 9th: The Treasure? stall 
kéep thei# accounts, feceivé their 
inonies, pay the Orders of the 
of Directors, and at each 
ed meeting, report thé staté 

their funds. 
ae. 10th: It shall be the duty 
6F the Board of Diréctors to 

rchase and distribute Bibles 

f tle Society. 

The Président and Secretary 


Of the Society, shall be éx-officii 


President and Sécretaty of the 
Board of Directors. 

The Secretary shall tecord the 
transactions of the Board, and at 
each ‘stated meeting report the 
game to the Socie 

Ait. iith. The arihival meet- 
ing of the Society shall be held 
on > ihe ‘Monday precéding Com- 
mencemeént, at 1 o’clock P. M. 
‘at which time the officers of the 
Society for the ensuihg year shall 
be ‘elected. The Society shail 


also méet on the Yast Wednes- 





day of each of the other College 
tessions, at.1 o’clotk, P. M. 

A special méeting of the So- 
tiety may be called by the Presi- 
dent, or in his absence by either 
of the Vice-Presidents, at the 

‘quest of ten members. A ma- 
jority of the members present at 
any meeting, shall be competent 
to the transaction of business. 

_ Art. 12th. At each annual 
meeting of the Society, the Pre- 
ent, or in case of his absence, 


the senior Vice-Président shall 
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delivef ati addréss rélativé to thé 
objécts Of the Sotiety. And at 
each of thé othé? titetiigs there 
shalt bé ah appropriate addreds 
delivered by a méinbér choseft 
for that Phitipone: 

Ait. 13th. This Constitution 
inay be altered aiid at 
any regular meeting of the So- 
ciety, by two thirds of the mém- 
bers presént. 


Officers of the Society, _ 
Narn’ es TALLMADGE, Pres’t. 
Ina CLizpr, Ist Vice-President, 

aviv L. Grier, 2d do. 
Srerien Hassrotcx, 3d do. 
Bannasas Bruen, Secretary. 
Wiirdm R. DeWitt, Treas’r. 
Managere. 

Lebbeus Booth, Pardon G. 
Seabury, Nicholas F. Beck, Ste- 
phen Cleaveland, Elam Clark, 
Hiram P. Hunt, Edwin W. 
Dwight, S. Hinkley Robbins, 
Mark Tucker, Oran G. Otis, 
Gilbert Morgan, William S. 
Johnson. 

N. B. Those persons who fee! 
favourable to the Society and wish 
to aid our designs, are requested 
to direct to any of the officers. 


ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


The Bible Society of Union 
College solicit the patronage and 
co-exertion of an enlighténed and 
christian public. 

Our object, as expressed ii, 
Our constitution, is the dissemi- 
nation of the Word of God. 

We do not feel ourselves call- 
éd upon to state the motivés 
which have led to our association, 
for the accomplishment of this 
object. Though chiefly engaged 
in scientific pursuits, and filled 
with the ardour of youth, we are 
not ignorant of the importance of 
the Holy Scriptures to our fallen 
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race. We believe that they alone 
exhibit the terms. upon which 
endless felicity can be obtained. 
And although our intercourse 
with society is, ina great meas- 
ure, circumscribed, we are not 
ignorant that multitudes of our 
fellow creatures. are destitute of 
this Sacred Treasure. 

Nor have we been unaffected 
by their deplorable. condition. 
We should, indeed, do violence 
to the sympathies of our nature, 
should we neglect to send these 
Holy Oracles, which we enjoy, 
to the indigent, who are deprived 
of them. But, what is still more 
important, we could not answer 
to God, or to our own consciences 
for such a neglect. 

We do not consider it an ob- 
jection to our undertaking, that 
Jew are so fioor, as not to be able 
to frrocure a Bible. Nor, that a 
tess number have a desire to fios- 
acss +t a 

‘ With regard to the first, we 
acknowledge that it would be bet- 
ter for them to suffer hunger, 
than live without the Scriptures. 
‘But we wish not an accumulation 
ef their miseries. We cannot 
say to an almost famished circle 
of parents and children, sell your 
‘stanty pittance for a Bible. 

With regard to the second, 
while we admit the fact, we deny 
that it is an objection. Instead 
of being an objection, it is an 
imperious call for the exercise 
of our charities. True indeed, 
they may have no desire to obtain 
the Bible. And how should it be 
otherwise ? An object is seldom 


desirable, which is not known to ~ 


possess some value. . But of the 
value of the Word of God, they 
are ignorant. And should this 


ignofance-continue, what must be ° 


its consequence? The thought 
is overwhelming. | Like the uns 
wary traveller, they will. plunge 
into the fatal gulph, ignorant of 
the ruin that awaits them... It is 
the: part of humanity, to employ 
means to prevent their fall, and 
save them from destruction. The 
means which we propose, “with 
the: divine blessing upon them, 
will, most assuredly, effect that 
object. And without that bless- 
ing, no salutary act can be. per- 
formed. . 

But our resources are small, 
when.compared. with the extent 
of that field, which calls for the 
exercise of our benevolence. 


We therefore solicit your aid. 


And as a-consideration for the 
contribution of your charities, we 
address your humanity. 

\The miseries incident to hu- 
man life, are, to the feeling mind, 
always affecting. . And of these, 
perhaps, none are more so, than 
the sufferings of the poor and 
needy. How often have you let 
fall the tear of pity, when. called 


to witness their necessities.—t 


When the children of penury and 
want have asked you for a morse! 


of bread, to abate the keen de-j | 


mands of appetite, your hearts 
have been moved with compas- 


Sion, end you could not deny thei: 


request. We speak now of real- 
ities ; not of those fictitious suf- 





ferings, which are the offspring 
_of imposture and deceit. \ But 
_even those of which we speak, 


real as they are, are transient. 
They terminate with this Aeeting 
life. 


“And If your hearts are so ough 


-affected by the temporal suffet- 


ings ef the poor, as to exercise 


"your benevolence for their relief, 


can they be ‘less so, when called 
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upon to émploy means to save 


‘them from those which are in- 
conceivably greater and eternal ?| 


View the multitudes around you, 
‘who importunately ask your char- 
ity to preserve them from end- 
less gloom and horror. For,if they 
themselves do not ask it, their 
condition pleads “ like Is, 
trumpet-tongued.”  “ Wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked,” they live with- 
outa gleam of hope for the fu- 
ture—There are such objects 
Within our own observation. But, 
how many are there, who have 
never even heard, “ that, light 
has-come into the-world :” How 
many,whoe contemplate the grave, 
as emphatically, the land of si- 
lence and of oblivion ?—The path 
which they travel, is cheered by 
no beam of light. The vista be- 
fore them is covered with gloom, 
enlivened by no ray of mercy, 
which beckons to a joyful haven. 
But this gloom does not stay the 
progress of their journey. Soon, 


| they will not ask our charity.— 


Perhaps, while we address you, 
many are gone beyond the reach 
of our benevolence, And shall 
we suffer these sons of poverty 
and wretchedness, to descend to 
the tomb, without one attempt to 
point them to those portals of 
bliss, which are now set open to 
the faithful and the righteous ? | 
. Give them the Bible, and you 
afford “ a light to their feet, and 
a lamp to their path.” A sure 
guide te glory and felicity, even 
to “ the way-faring man, though 
a fool.” Give them the Bible, 
and you give them a treasure 
more valuable than the wealth of 
princes—“ the law of the Lord,” 
which is perfect, converting the 
soul—the testimony of the Lord,” 
Vou I. No. 9. 
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which “is sure, making wise the 
simple—more to be desired than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold— 
sweeter also than honey and the 
honey-comb.” Give them the 
Bible, and you afford a balm to 
the “ wounded spirit” —a stay and 
support to the sick and the lan- 
guishing—a source of comfort 
and of consolation to the dying. 
Nor do we address your hu- 
manity alone. ‘To your desire of 
hafifiness, also, we appeal, aS an 
inducement for your benevolent 
aid. We do not hesitate to af- 
firm, that your happiness, here 
and hereafter, is concerned in 
the issue of our request. 
Callous, indeed; must be that 
heart, which is unmoved by the 
degradation and impiety, which 
abound among the destitute and 
the uncivilized. How often have 
we witnessed scenes, which shock 
the ear of modesty, and benumb 
the sensibility of the virtuous and 
refined—scenes, which emphat- 
ically proclaim the fallen nature 
of man. But these are only in- 
dexes to the great depravity of 
the heart. Open -profligacy, pro- 
fanity, and blasphemy, often cause 
the virtuous and the pious to 
mourn and to weep. True, these 
shocking and destructive vices 
are not confined to the poor. 
The middle and the higher walks 
of life, we know, abound with 
most of them. But the reforma- 
tion of these, under the divine 
blessing, we leave to the means 
which they enjoy; to the Word 
of God, and to the preaching of 
that Word. We turn our atten- 
tion to the profligate and the vi- 


cious among the children of pov- 


erty. Often are our ears stunned 

by the horrid oath, and our hearts 

sickened by the flagrant impiety 
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of these sons of wretchedness. 
Being suffered to grow up with- 
out any moral instruction, neither 
a love of virtue, nor a sense of 
duty operates as a ckeck upon 
their conduct. 

We invite you then, to aid us 
in giving them that Word, which 
will teach them vice is a folly, as 
well as a crime—that Word, 
which can make the thief, an hon- 
est man—the liar, a man of truth, 
—the drunkard, a man of tem- 
perance—and the abandoned and 
profligate wretch, a man of vir- 
tue and of piety. When this 
shall be effected, what a happy 
change will society feel. Peace 
and order will then prevail, where 
commotion and disorder now 
abound.) 

We trust we shall not be char- 
ged with ascribing too much effi- 
cacy to the Word of God, when 
we say it may, and eventually will 
operate this change. In the vale 
of poverty, where it is enjoyed, 
and its precepts imbibed, we have 
evidence of its blessed power and 
influence. Yes, in that humble 
vale, we have seen illustrious ex- 
amples of piety and submission. 
There, the sufferings and mise- 
ries of life, are forgotten in the 
song of praise and adoration. 

Should our undertaking be 
crowned with success, though it 
were but partial, it would be 
worthy of our greatest and most 
noble exertions. The value of 
the future happiness of one soul, 
cannot be putin competition with 
any labour or any expense of 
treasure. But the more exten- 
sive our charities, the greater 
may we rationally calculate our 
success. Should our exertions, 
however, be the means of pro- 
ducing a greater er a less good, 


it is in vain to attempt an estima- 
tion of the value of that good: 
When the last trump shall have 
sounded, and the dead shall have 
arisen to judgment, we shall -be 
better able to appreciate its worth. 
In that awful day, it will appear 
to an assembled universe, who 
have befriended the Saviour by 
their beneficence to the poor. 
Whatever may be the conduct of 
others, we tremble, lest our char- 
ity should not bear the scrutiny 
of that day. ‘ 
We commend our undertaking 
to Him, who will then approve 
or condemn. Under His auspi- 
ces, we know it will prosper. 


Lesstvs Boots, 

Wm. R. DeWitt, ( Commit. 
GiLsert Morcan,{ fee, 
Mark Tucker, 


a ee 


Extracts of a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. BurpeR, to the Rev. 
Dr. Worcrsrer, dated Sepit, 
28, 1814. 


“ DEAR SIR; ; 

“ I very gladly avail myself of 
an opportunity of renewing my 
correspondence with you; by 
means of the return of our highly 
valued friend, Dr. Romeyn. 

“A happier state of public af 
fairs is, 1 hope and pray, at hand, 
when intercourse will be easier. 

‘¢ You will have heard long ago 
of the success of the numerous 
petitioners in this country for lib- 
erty to send missionaries to India. 
Tae door is now open, under cer- 
tain restrictions, and we trust 
many labourers will gradually be 
sent. Some are already gone. 
We have sent three to Batavia, 
and one to the Isle of France. 
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Another is gone to Canton and 
‘Macao to assist Mr. Morrison. 
But such was the power of the 
Popish priests, at the Portuguese 
settlement at Macao, (where Eu- 
ropeans are obliged to spend part 
of the year, not being allowed to 
continue many months at a time 
at Canton, ) that they prevailed on 
the Portuguese government to 
send Mr. Milne, (the assistant,) 


‘away in a few days. After spend- 


ing some months at Canton, he 
went to Malacca, Java, Mauri- 
tius, kc. every where dispersing 


‘printed copies of the New Tes- 
‘tament in Chinese, (which Mr. 
“Morrison had completed,) to- 
‘gether with catechisms and reli- 


gious tracts. Thus, as it was in 
the beginning, the dispersion of 
the disciples may more exten- 
sively diffuse the truth abroad. 
We consider the translation ef- 
fected by Mr. Morrison as a great 
work. He is eminently qualified 
for it, and, we have reason to be- 
lieve, a great scholar in the lan- 
guage. He has been, for two or 


‘three years past, employed asa 


translator for the East India Com- 
pany. We send you a copy of 
this work for your missionary 
Board, of which we beg your ac- 
ceptance. 

«© Mr. Campbell’s visit to all the 
missionary stations in South Afri- 


‘ca, as briefly related in our Re- 


port, you will peruse with inter- 
est. He has been most marvel- 
lously preserved in great perils ; 
has made great discoveries ; and 


bis arrangements will we trust be 


productive of great advantages. 
Some, indeed, already appear. 
A great awakening has taken 
place at Gricqua town, formerly 
Klaar Water, near the great Or- 


‘ange river, many hundred miles 


north of the Cape. Mr. C. visit- 


ed the city of Latakkoo, four 


miles long, (scattered,) and found 
that there are twenty-two nations 
north of that city, who all speak 
the same language. We are 
about sending several missiona- 
ries, among whom will be one or 
two capable of forming a gram- 
mar. We hope a translation of 
the Scriptures may hereafter be 
made into that language. 

‘“‘ Mr. C.’s travels are just go- 
ing to press, and will be uncom- 
monly interesting. Mr. C. visit- 
ed some places, where a white 
man was never before seen. His 
producing a looking-glass aston- 
ished and affrighted multitudes. 
His watch exceedingly terrified 
the queen, who thought it alive, 
and could not be prevailed upon 
to put it to her ear.”* | 

“ Farewell, my dear sir. Sa- 
lute al! the dear brethren united 
with you in promoting the great 
cause of our dear and adorable 
Redeemer. For Him let us all 
work harder and harder, for the 
night is at hand. 

‘‘ T am, dear sir, your truly af- 
fectionate friend and brother, 

Georce BurpeEr.” 


In another letter to Dr. Wor- 
cester, dated Oct. 1, 1814, Mr. 
Burder says, “I greatly rejoice 
that your missionary efforts meet 
with such encouraging support. 
from your churches. It isa to- 
ken for good.” He adds, 

*“‘ From the last accounts which 


* Mr. C. brought several curiosities 
with him, among which is the king’s 
robe, composed of thirty-two cat. 
skins, neatly joined together, thouga 
the inhabitants never saw a needle. 
These, with many other articles from 
other countries, the Directors are 
forming into a Kittle museum. 
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we had from India, it appeared 
that your missionaries were al- 
lowed to continue at Bombay.” 

“TI believe it was by direction 
from the supreme government at 
Calcutta—Lord Moira, who is 
friendly to missions.” Panofilist. 


— Bs ee 


EXTRACTS FROM MR. NEWELL’S 
LETTER. 


“ Tue reasons for giving up 
Burmah,” says Mr. Newell, “will, 
I hope, be satisfactory to you and 
all our Christian friends,. The 
first things which we learnt about 
that country on our arrival in In- 
dia were these: Mr. Chater, a 
missienary from the Baptist So- 
ciety, had been four years at Ran- 
goon, had learnt the Burman lan- 
guage, commenced the transla- 
tion of the Scriptures, and ex- 
pended many thousands of rupees 
on the mission, and after all had 
given it up, left the country, aad 
gone to Ceylon. Mr. Pritchett, 
a missionary from the London 
Society, who had been in the 
country nearly as long, and had 
made nearly the same progress, 
had also left, and gone to join 
the mission at Vizagapatam. Mr. 
F, Carey still continued at Ran- 
goon ; but in a private letter 
which I saw, he said, that he had 
but a very distant prospect of do- 
ing good in any other way than 
by translating the Scriptures, 
which, with the heip of his pun- 
dit, he could. do as well at Se- 
rampore as at Rangoon. 

“ ‘Phe reasons which the mis- 
sionaries: assigned for leaving 
surmah, were principally these : 
the unsettled state of the country, 
the ferocity of the Burman char- 


acter, and the despotic nature of 
the government. The Burmans 
were, and had been for a long 
time, at war with the Siamese. 
The missionaries were exposed 
to danger, both from the incur- 
sions of the enemy, and from 


civil commotions, occasioned by 


the pressure of taxes and the ty- 
ranny of the government. The 
emperor is an absolute despot, 
and the governors are also abso- 
lute, in their respective provin- 


ces. Their laws are sanguinary 


to an extreme, which is unknown 
in other countries. Their com- 
mon punishments are decafita- 
tion, crucifixion, and frouring 
melted kad in small quantities 
down the throat, Mr. Chater tells 
me, that these dreadful punish- 
ments were often inflicted mere- 
ly for the offence of drinking 
spirits or chewing opium. Dr. 
Carey informed me, that very re- 
cently a Burman commander had 
ordered five hundred men to be 
buried alive, and his command 
was instantly obeyed. And strange 
to tell, the poor men had com- 
mitted no offence ; but they were 
recruits that had been sent to the 
general by an officer to whom he 
had taken a dislike ; and for this 
only they were all put to death in | 
that inhuman manner. 

. About the time of our arri- 
val in Bengal, the English inhab- 


itants at Rangoon had narrowly 
escaped a general massacre, by 


taking refuge in one of his majes- 
ty’s ships of war then lying in the 
harbour. Mr, Carey and his fam- 
ily were demanded of the captain 
by the viceroy of Rangoon ; but 
the captain refused to deliver 
them up till the viceroy entered 
into a written agreement with 
Mr. Carey, by which he promis- 
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ed him protection and a peaceable 
residence in the country. After 
the storm was over, several mer- 
chants gave large sums to the 
viceroy for permission te leave 
the country, with’ their families 
and effects. From these state- 
ments, and the advice of our Se- 
rampore friends, we were indu- 
ced to give up the idea of estab- 
lishing our. mission in the Bur- 
man empire. Indeed, there is 
no other place in Burmah but 
‘Rangoon, to which we could have 


access; and as the Baptist So- 


ciety have a mission there alrea- 
dy, it would not be advisable for 
us to settle in the same place. If 
we had been Baptists, we might 
have united with Mr. Carey, and 
strengthened that mission. But 
to establish a separate mission 
did not appear to-us to be proper, 


and I am persuaded it would not 


have been agreeable to your wish- 
es. It was your desire and ours 
to have the seat of the mission 
at Ummerapoora ; but the mis- 
sionaries from the London Soci- 
ety had ascertained the impracti- 
cability of such a measure. The 
country is at present in a more 
quiet state, and brother Judson 


shas gone to join Mr.Carey. “ My 


objects in going to Rangoon,” 
(he writes.me,) “ are two: first 
to get out of the reach of the 
British government until achange 
favourable to missions may take 
ce, which we hope for on the 
arrival of Lord Moira, and the 
renewal of the charter : second- 
ly, #0 ascertain whether it be firac- 
ticable for us to live under the 
Burman government.” I have 
not had a letter from him since 
his arrival at Rangoon ; but have 
indirectly learnt, that he and sis- 
ter Judson are there. As Mr. 


Carey was quite alone, I. think it 
altogether probable, that brother 
and sister Judson will continue 
with him, if it be possible for 
them to live in the country. 

“ The reason for our going to 
the Isle of France brother Rice 
will explain to you. We had no 
other alternative left us, but to 


do this, or, what was worse, to 


quit the field and return home.” 


endl Sam 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


We are happy to state, that 


in several places within a few 


months past, there have been 
extensive revivals of religion. 

In Princeton, the awakening 
seems to increase, and its fruits 
are now visible. We have un- 
derstood that there is a great at- 
tention in Yale College. How 
ardently should Christians pray 
that the salt of grace should be 


thrown into those fountains.— 


There seems to be a peculiar 
cause of rejoicing, when the in- 
fluences of the spirit are found 
in our seminaries. The Chris- 
tian will rejoice, not only because 
precious souls are saved, but be- 
cause the influence of the con- 
version of young men may be 
expected to be extensive. Their 
talents and learning will be sanc- 
tified, and the number of intelli- 
gent and pious ministers in- 
creased. 

In Lenox and Haverhill, (Mas.) 
in Portland, (Maine,) in several 
parts of Connecticut and New- 
Jersey, there have been exten- 
sive and solemn awakenings.— 
“Jt is the Lorp’s doing, and 


marvellous in our eyes.” 
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Extract from a Report of the 
Board of Trustees of the Mis- 
sissififii Bible Society: Pre- 
sented, read and recéived, at 
their annual meeting, on the 
2d November, 1814. 


“ ‘Your Trustees respectfully Report: 


“Tsar since the first institution 
of this Society, which was on the 27th 
of March, of the preceding year, the 
unhappy situation of our country 
engaged in a war, and eur much re- 
spected President and some of your 
Trustees, by their public offices so 
necessarily occupied, has prevented, 
for so long a time, paying that atten- 
tion to this most laudable of all m- 
stitutions, which it so justly merits. 
We sincerely deplore the cause and 
regret the consequence. 

‘“‘ We particularly regret, that it 
has occasioned what may perhaps be 
imputed to neglect (our Correspond- 
ing Secretary having been necessarily 
absent with his familyin New-Jersey) 
that no acknowledgment has yet been 
returned to the very beneficent Society 
of New-York, for the generous pre- 
sent of one hundred and thirty Bi- 
bles, politely entrusted by it, to this, 
for gratuitous distribution in this ter- 
ritory ; nor an answer given to a let- 
ter addressed to this Society, by Ro- 
bert Ralston, Esq. Secretary of the 
Philadelphia Bible Society : but we 
now congratulate the Society on this 
first genera] meeting,which Providence 
has so graciously favoured us with, 
and hope the good work which has 
begun, he will be pleased io carry on, 
to his own glory and the salvation of 
myriads yet unborn, as well as the 
present generation ; and perhaps make 
it the happy means of hastening on 
that happy period, which that blessed 
book (and which none other could) 
revealto us, shall put an end to wars 
and the rumors of wars, and fill the 
earth with the true knowledge of God 
and his only Son Jesus Christ, which 
he has declared to be eternal life. We 
are struck with astonishment when we 
Jook over the reports that have been 
already politely transmitted to this 
Society, and view the rapid progress 
made, and the success that has at- 


tended the generous efforts of the 

mother Society, and those since form- 

ed by its means; and can only say, 

“ it is the Lord’s doing and wondrous 

in our eyes.’—We have therefore 

thought that a better idea can be 

formed by this Society and mankind 

in general (to which the views of this 

Society extend, embracing all man- 
kind as one family) of the blessed ef- 
fects that have already been produced 
by the establishment of Bible Societies, 
and the duty incumbent on, and en- 
couragement it holds out fer all who 
profess a belief in the Holy Scriptures 
of truth, and are possessed of that 
spirit of true philanthropy which em- 
braces both the temporal and eternal 
happiness of allthe human species, to 
quote a few extracts of the transac- 
tions of, and reports made to different 
societies, by men of the most distin- 
guished talents and God-like minde, 
On examining the reports made to the 
Parent Society, composed of a very 
great number of the greatest charac- 
ters both as to talent and station, in 
the British nation, we find that the 
Great Disposer of events, has blessed 
the philanthropic exertions of that so- 
ciety for the good of mankind, with a 
success aliogether unexpected.” 

The Report closed with many ex. 
tracts of great interest, from varieus 
‘reports of Bible Societies and other 
printed documents shewing the aston- 
ishingly successful exertions which are 
making in almost every part of the 
‘habitable globe, in the dissemination 
of the Holy Scriptures and Christian. 
izmg the world. After which, an ad- 
dress was delivered by L. Evans, Esq. 


mee 


A Brae Society has lately 


been formed in Fairfield county, 
(Con.) 


THERE are thirty-six Theolo- 
gical Students in’ the Seminary 
at Princeton, and the number is 
constantly increasing. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


TG Cire 


Wm. E. Norman, of this city, 
has just published a new edition 
of Samrson’s Beauties of the 
Bible, improved by the author.— 
This valuable work is too well 
known and too highly apprecia- 
ted by the public, to require the 
slightest recommendation. In its 
present form, there is a new re- 
ference to the parts of the Bible 


from which the selection is taken. 


It is believed that all who are ac- 
quainted with this meritorious 
work, will be pleased to see the 
reference to which we allude — 
The following extracts are from 
a letter addressed to one of the 
editors. It contains a just com- 
pliment to the worth of Mr. S. 
and is valuable as coming from a 
source which makes a compli- 
ment worth receiving. 


“ In answer to your request rela- 
tive to the ‘‘ Beauties of the Bible by 
Ezra Sampson,” I have no hesitation 
in declaring, that in my opinion the 
selection in question has been made 
with great taste and judgment; and 
that I consider this little volume a 
real acquisition to youth, and par- 
ticularly to schools.—It is calculated 
not only to improve the taste and 
mend the heart by its direct influence, 
but also to allnre the young mind to 
a more familiar acquaintance with 
the entire Bible; that sacred reposito- 
ry of whatever is pure in morals or 
sublime in doctrine. 


“JT have only to add, that I am, 
with sentiments of esteem, your friend, 


Euieurt. Nott.” 


Wuitine & Warson,, New- 
York, ' propose to publish by sub- 
scription, “ Essays to do Good,’ 
by the late Rev. Cotron Ma- 
THER, of Boston : revised by the 
Rev.Grorce Burner, author of 
“Village Sermons.”—The book 
is well worthy of patronage, and 
will be a valuable one to circulate 
extensively. 


The same gentlemen have in 
the press and will shortly pub- 
lish, Dr. Mason’s. “ Plea for. 
Sacramental Communion on Ca- 
tholic Principles : comprising, 


1. Proof, from the Doctrine of 


the Scrifiture, that such commun- 
ion is the frivilege and duty of all 
Christians. 2. Proof, from au- 
thentic facts, that such commun- 
ion is agreeable to the faith and 
practice of the Church of Christ, 
Srom the day of Pentecost to the 
fresent time, with a few local and 
party exceptions. 3. A Review 
of Objections. 4. Consequences of 
restricting communion to the 
members of a particular sect, in- 
stead of extending it to others on 
the broad ground of common 
Christianity.”"_—T his work has 
long been announced and anx- 
iously expected. It will unques- 
tionably be worthy of the distin- 
guished talents and fame of its 
author. 


Subscriptions for all the above 
works will be received by A, Stod- 
dard, 
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Poetry ; On To-morrow. 


POETRY. 


From a late London paper. 
TO MORROW, — | 


How sweet to the heart is the thought of to-morrow, 
When. Hope’s fairy pictures bright colours display ! 
How sweet, when we can from futurity borrow 
A. balm for the griefs that afflict us to-day. 


When wearisome sickness has taught me to languish 
For health, and the comforts it bears on its wing, 
Let me hope, (oh! how soon it will lessen my anguish) 

That to-morrow will ease and serenity bring. 


When trav’lling alone, quite forlorn, unbefriended, 

Sweet the hope that to-morrow my wanderings will cease } 
That at home then, with care sympathetic attended, 

I shall rest unmolested, and slumber in peace. 


Or When from the friends of my heart long divided, 


The fond expectation with joy how replete! . 
That from far distant regions, by Providence guided, 
To-morrow will see us most happily meet. 


When six days of labour each other succeeding, 
With hurry and toil have my spirits oppress’d, 

What pleasure to think, as the last is receding, 
To-morrow will be a sweet Sabbath of rest ! 


And when the vain shadows of time are retiring, ' 
When life is fast fleeting and death is in sight, 

The Christian believing, exulting, aspiring, 
Beholds a to-morrow of endless delight : 


But the infidel then !—he sees no to-morrow! 
Yet he knows that his moments are hast’ning away ; 
Poor wretch! can ke feel without heart-rending serrow, | 
That his joys and his life will expire with to-day ! 


ij 





